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Introduction

• A team comprising of Officers from the Ministry of 
Environment, Climate Change, Disaster Management 
and Meteorology; and the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Livestock (MAL) arrived in Isabel Province to conduct 
village/community consultations under the Adaptation 
Fund (AF) Project. There were also a number of 
Agriculture Technicians from the Buala Agriculture 
Office that were represented in team with one Field 
Extension Officer. 

• The communities and villages that were consulted 
include Kolomosu, Tausese, Koregu, Vavarenitu, 
Kolosori (eastern inland), Togasalo, Bara, Tirotonna, 
Garanga Rural Training Centre, Popoheo, and Nareabu. 



Purpose

• The purpose of the consultation meetings was 
basically to get some first-hand baseline 
information about the different climatic 
conditions these communities have been 
experiencing over time. Further on and most 
importantly, to learn about their farming 
systems and the types of crops and livestock 
they grow/raise and the extent of weather 
and climatic conditions that affect their 
agriculture settings.



Objectives

• Identify project implementation sites in each 

ward

• Find the bio-data and physical data of the area

• Shall be able to find climate change and food 

security situation in the area

• Capture socio-economic information of the 

areas

• Make general observations and fact findings



Central Maringe – Isabel Province



Methodology

• Community consultation discussion

• Questionnaire

• General Observation



Communities
• Gojoruru Agriculture Farm: Site visit for Food Bank
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Findings

Communities Population No. of Dependents Occupation Level of Education

Kolomosu >400

3 - 16 From self-employed, 

to formal 

employment 

(Teaching & Health)

Ranges from non-

formal, primary to 

secondary 

education

Tausese >400

Buma 300

Vavarinitu 400

Kolosori >100

Togasalo 200

Kolokofa 200

Bara 400

Tirotona 500

Garanga 300

Popoheo 300

Nareabu >500

Koregu 500

A. Demographic Information:



b. Livelihood and services

Monthly income level for the rural communities
consulted, ranges from SBD$100 – 1000 mainly
from selling of Copra, Cocoa, Kava, root crops,
vegetables, home-grown tobacco, petal-nuts, pigs,
local chicken and fish.

Others get their income from selling items from
canteens, selling of kerosene and petrol, donuts and
bans. Distance from the next health center, school,
market and telecommunication ranges from 5
minutes to >60 minutes. The common source of
telecommunication is two way radio but mobile
phone is slowly increasing.



Rural income is spend on range of commitments.
These include; food, education, transport, health
services, church activities and cultural
obligations. As such less food is spend on leisure.

Labour sharing between household members is
not equal and resulted in women are heavily
involved more in food production and
preparation than other members.
Common source of power for lighting is solar-
panel. Most villages have good water supply
however, sanitation is poor.



c. Food and Meals

For the majority of adults, meals served in
households is 2 times a-day while very few
might have the chance to have 3 meals a
day. Most meals are composed of Kumara
or other root crops, vegetables with noodles
and tin fish.

It is common in almost all communities
that rice is served in most meals with food
items from local shops. A well balance diet
can be served on special days such as in
weddings, church activities, or feasts but it
is only for a day or two.



d. Farming systems

Common crops grown are Kumara (Sweet potato) as
number one, then follows cassava, kongkong taro,
banana, taro and yam. Kumara variety ranges from
5 to 10 of which the most common ones planted
are those which are harvested in very short period
of time (3 months).
This is a form adaptation mechanism that also
applies to other crops grown. Yam and taro are
starting to disappear from many communities due
to diseases and pests, and soil problems. There is a
new trend of moving towards growing crops that
can be harvested in the shortest time possible.
Vegetables comprise from Chinese cabbages,
slippery cabbage, ferns (Kasume) and other
indigenous ones grown wild in the forest.



Fallow period for gardening is very short compared to shifting 
cultivation practiced in the past. Successive plantings usually occur 
after every harvest and this is because of easy soil preparation and 
planting. 

In some villages, distance to gardens from their homes can take 
them 30 minutes to 2 hours walk. Gardens seem to move further 
inland due to soil fertility problems and population pressure on land 
close to villages. 

There are high incidences and occurrences of diseases and pests on 
garden crops throughout the year compared to the past years. There 
were also increases in new pests with high population density and 
high crop injury level that can also go beyond economic levels. 
Planting materials are collected for the next gardens from old 
gardens or from neighbours. 

Common fruit trees planted are Ngali nut, Breadfruit, Cut-nut, 
Guava, and Mandarine. Betel-nut is also planted for income.
Cash crops grown are mainly; coconut, cocoa, kava, and tobacco. 
Most disaster crops grown are kakake, few species of indigenous 
yams, and ferns. During disasters, banana and cassava are 

commonly used with food items from shops.



e. Livestock

Common livestock raised in most villages are pigs
and chicken using tethering or free range method.

Very few farmers are using semi-commercial system
with little commercial feed or none, and are raised
mainly for sale in the local village markets or
consumed free of charge on special occasions.



f. Aquaculture and Integrated Farming

Fish farming or aquaculture is a new concept of
farming in Maringe and no-one had actually engaged
in this system to date. Integrated farming that also
has link to aquaculture has never been practiced in
any of the villages.
The main reasons are that, it needs high investment
before it can be implemented and sustainability is
questionable. People rely on salt and fresh water fish
and until such time that there will be no fish in the
ocean before they might be moving into this new
technology.

With increased bad weather (rain and wind), this
technology is at a very high risk to flooding rivers
and high waves.



g. Climate change impacts and experience

Climate change experience and impacts have been
observed from responses, means that it is changing.
Results captured from respondents revealed that
there in continual increase intensity of rain per day,
increase temperature during the day and or lower
temperature at night.

The experience of long dry or wet seasons as in the
past does no longer exist. There are low yields in
most food crops, tree crops yield is affected and
flowering is usually delayed.



During disasters, homes/houses, water and food are
mostly affected and are the ones that need urgent
attention for quick recovery.

Common fishing grounds are affected and catches
now is low and or fishermen have to travel long
distances into deep waters to catch fish. Sea front
and beach erosion is evident on coastal villages
resulting in food source areas being destroyed.

Low migration also exists after climate disaster
times but movements are mainly due to land
productivity and gardening.



h. Food processing

Food is prepared using two main processes; steaming 
using water or baking using hot stones. 

Food preservation in Maringe is confined to Ngali-
nut, and does not involve in such preservation that is 
commonly practiced in Makira and Tikopia.



Possible food Bank Sites

• Gojoruru

• Bara

• Koregu



Demo farms
• Crops: Demonstration farms must be done in three zones 

identified as; northern end of Maringe, high-lands of Maringe 

and the southern part which is more prone to flooding.

• Livestock: Livestock demo farms must be located at these three 

zones to ensure farmers have access for learning and innovation.

• Pest and Disease Control: Pest and disease control trainings 

must be done at these three zones to address the increasing 

pest and disease problem.

• Planting materials (Indigenous and introduced): There is a need 

that all indigenous and introduced planting materials in strategic 

food banks in section 8.0.

• Tillage: With new increased low soil productivity, tillage 

trainings and demonstrations must be implemented to ensure 

soil nutrition problem and land-use techniques are practiced.



Land-Use
• Farming practices: Farming practices commonly 

used by villagers is the traditional farming system, 
neglecting nutritional issues that resulted in over 
use of the same piece of land over long period of 
time and very short fallow period. Slush and burn 
with low shifting cultivation is still practiced.

• Slope: Most of the garden land in Maringe is on 
sloping mountains and hills. Gojoruru and 
Tausese/Koregu land are the most arable land in 
Isabel. A better system must be put in place 
through  Land-use Policy and Guides.



Way forward

• We cannot rely entirely on partners to fully implement this 

project. 

• The project belongs to communities and they must be fully 

involved and benefit socially or economically.

• The involvement of UNDP staff in consultations is not clear but if 

it is necessary, they should be part of the team for the entire trip.

• Implementation on the ground must not be taken lightly. Planned 

activities must be strictly adhered to; hence resources must be 

available on time without delays.

• There are remaining community consultations that are yet to be 

done. When will implementation start?, the sooner the better.

• Reporting: There has to be some guidelines linked to compiling 

consultation reports.



Conclusion

• The community consultation tour is a success

and has met the objectives of the trip. The

consultation visit methods used includes

awareness talks and generating of needed

information through discussions and a set of

questionnaire. Through the discussions,

communities began to understand the causes

and changes in weather patterns and can

differentiate between climate change and

weather and its impacts on their livelihood.



Takio Fara


