
Climate change can cause food 
insecurity, but the people of Tuvalu are 
fighting back by growing vegetables 

and other products right in their back yard. The 
project “Increasing Resilience of Coastal Areas 
and Community Settlements to Climate Change 
in Tuvalu”, which was borne out of Tuvalu’s 
National Adaptation Programme of Action, is 

putting fresh produce from home gardens on 

Tuvaluan tables. 

HOMEGROWN SUCCESS
Fighting climate change from Tuvalu’s backyard



With support from UNDP and funding from the 
Global Environment Facility’s Least Developed 
Countries Fund (LDCF), the Government of Tuvalu 
is working with communities on its outer islands to 
address climate change and its impacts. As a result, 
Tuvaluan institutions and communities are coming up 
with solutions for adaptation, making sure that their 
knowledge and results are recorded and shared. Three 
central activities in this process are the installation 
and repair of water tanks, support to home gardens, 
and coastal protection measures.

The women in Tuvalu have shown an active interest in addressing climate change by growing their own food. 
Women’s groups in turn ensure that the necessary equipment reaches the women, including younger ones. 
Targeted training further helps to ensure that women receive the necessary expertise on home gardening 
techniques and climate change impacts on agriculture. The project makes seeds and gardening materials available 
to families, putting better and more diverse food on the community members’ tables while saving them money.

Community members are learning new home gardening 
techniques, for composting and planting, that improve 
the quality of garden soil and produce better crops. After 
learning, participants take their new skills back home to 
teach them to their fellow community members in turn. 
Basic gardening tools protect home gardens and improve 
produce quality. Chicken-wire fences, provided by the 
project, protect home gardens from destruction by animals 
such as chickens and pigs. Chippers that produce compost 
are also available to families.

For more information on the project, please visit the 
Increasing Resilience of Coastal Areas and Community 
Settlements to Climate Change in Tuvalu Project Profile: 
www.undp-alm.org/projects/ldcf-tuvalu. 

U N D P  C L I M AT E  C H A N G E  A D A P TAT I O N 

Adaptation-undp.org is UNDP’s knowledge-sharing 

platform, highlighting UNDP’s support to countries on 

climate change adaptation. 

 

For UNDP, adaptation to climate change means 

climate-resilient economic development and 

sustainable livelihoods, especially for vulnerable 

populations – the poor, women, and indigenous 

peoples. UNDP supports these goals by assisting over 

90 countries to integrate current and future climate 

risks and uncertainties into national and sub-national 

development efforts.
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