CLIMATECHANGE STORIES

Strengthening Climate Information and Early Waming Systems in Cambodia
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Mr. Tong Seng began his career with the Ministry of Water
Resources and Meteorology over 30 years ago. “| have been
working in the Department of Hydrology since 2004 — almost 15
years. Before that | worked for the Department of Meteorology
since 1990.” His passion for forecasting developed from
studying meteorology and hydrology at the Royal University of
Agriculture.

As a flood forecaster, Mr. Seng plays an integral role in early
warning systems. Data is obtained using a variety of methods
including manual collection by on-the-ground personnel
alongside data from Automatic Weather and Hydrology
Statfions (AWS and AHS) installed by the  United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP) and other donors. However,
for a forecaster it is not simply a case of checking data on a
computer periodically. Mr. Seng describes how their
department works in teams, who rotate through the
responsibility of turning up in the office daily (even during
holidays and weekends) to analyse the data and disseminate
information and warnings.

Checking the weather station systems: Photo credit: UNDP Cambodia/Manuth Buth/MOWRAM.

“We use the data to calculate whether there is a flood coming
and provide a bullefin every day on the flood forecast. If there is a
critical event, such as the river rising quickly, we give the
information to the Minister [of MOWRAM], and they issue the alert.”

Having personally noticed changes in the climate over his lifetime,
Mr. Seng knows the importance of climate information. Seeing the
general population of Cambodia beginning to understand the
importance of meteorology and hydrology is a highlight of his
career. “The information we provide is for everyone, even the
people in the city. Everyone is interested — now they think, if there is
a lot of rainfall, ‘Is there a typhoon or a tropical storm?’ or, if there is
no rainfall, they think, ‘Maybe this is a drought’ — they did not think
this before. More people have been reached now — we distribute
information on Facebook, a lotf more people have phones so now
they can receive information that way too. This makes me very
happy... People can use the information to manage their property
and their lives, so that they are protected from disasters. It is
preventative approach, because disasters always happen.”


https://www.adaptation-undp.org/node/5377
https://www.adaptation-undp.org/node/5377
http://www.kh.undp.org/
http://www.kh.undp.org/

Working together to build the country’s forecasting capacities

Proiect Brief Under the project, 24 automatic weather stations
D Ojrec. 20]662020 and 29 hydrological stations for surface and ground
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Project Budget: USD $4,910,285 grating technology and placing communities at the

Implementing Partner: heart of a people-centred early warning system.
Ministry of Water Resources and Meteorology

Funding: GEF-Least Developed Country Fund
Location: Cambodia, nation-wide
Population to Benefit: Over 15 million (est.)

Information from the stations will be key to generat-
ing early warning messages, both for planning and
for disaster preparedness and emergency response.
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Cambodia’s geographical exposure and the la
adaptive capacity make it particularly vulnerable to the
impacts of climate change. With over 80% of—the
population dependent on subsistence farming, rura
populations are particularly exposed.
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https://www.adaptation-undp.org/projects/ldcf-ews-cambodia
https://www.adaptation-undp.org/projects/ldcf-ews-cambodia
http://www.cambodiameteo.com/map?menu=3&lang=en
http://www.cambodiameteo.com/map?menu=3&lang=en
https://twitter.com/UNDPCambodia
https://twitter.com/UNDPClimate
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AWH7GJL1T2s&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=my9kEdqizmU&feature=youtu.be
https://www.adaptation-undp.org/projects/ldcf-ews-cambodia
%3cblockquote class=%22twitter-tweet%22 data-lang=%22en%22%3e%3cp lang=%22en%22 dir=%22ltr%22%3eThe goal of an early warning system is to monitor climate &amp; env. data on a real-time basis, detect adverse trends &amp; make reliable predictions of impacts. T
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=2080838295463445
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:6417511069702586368

