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Units of Measurement

At the very outset, the units used must be made clear. Country teams must make sure that they state the units recorded in the survey and translations to standard SI equivalents
Units of concern are:

· Land measurement. E.g. in Thailand the preferred unit of land measurement is the Rai, where 6.25 rai = hectare.

· Prices i.e. local currency.

· Measure of output. This can be in mass or volume (like kilograms or liters) or in locally standardized units (e.g. sacks of potatoes or number of animal hides harvested). It is important that whatever the local measure of output mass is, a conversion to standard SI units is provided. This is true for both crop and animal output.

· Measure of input. Again, this can be a mass (like kilograms) or in locally standardized units (e.g. carts of fertilizer). 

Plots

We have currently allowed for 2 plots per farmer. The idea is that the first plot is the farmer’s primary plot (the prime parcel of land) while the second is the aggregate of all other plots the farmer is managing or owns. 

Generally speaking, the survey should inquire about all plots that the farmer is managing directly and from which income for the farmer is being generated. Therefore, this can include rented-in and shared in plots.

Crop Types

It should be noted that each farmer plot can have multiple crops grown on it. Be careful to maintain the plot-crop relation.

Please update crop codes to suit your country. The current set of crops listed in Section 2.5 serves as an example. You must generate a comprehensive set of crops for your country and assign a unique numeric codes to each as is shown in the provided survey.

Please also note that plot 1 allows for up to 3 crop types while plot 2 i.e. the aggregated secondary plots a farmer manages, allows for up to 5 crop types (owing to the aggregate nature of the plot).

Finally, the survey does intend to capture intercropping (question 2.5.6). Intercropping will necessarily be a pair of crops, so on a given plot if two crops are intercropped the indicator column must be marked ‘1’ for both.

Seasons

Currently, 3 seasons are allowed for in the survey. Please adjust this up or down to suit your country. If your country has 2 growing seasons, remove the rows that ask for information related to a third season.

It is also important that the annual growing seasons be clearly named.
 
Livestock

As with crops, a locally relevant set of animal species and animal products needs to be developed. The ones provided in the survey currently serve as examples (sections 3.2 and 3.3).

Formatting

Note that the survey is currently set to letter paper size. Shifting to another paper size (such as A4) will impact the layout.
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