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i, foods produced in sub-Saharan Africa (FAO, 1986). In Zimbabwe cassava production is

Q economic challenges, declining soil fertility and worsening drought situations, cassavais

The GoZ-UNDP/GEF: Coping with Drought and Climate Change project is working
with small-holder farmersin Chiredzi district to demonstrate the potential of Cassava
(Manihol esculenta Crantz) production in drought risk management and climate change
adaptation. Demonstration plots have been established in four sites across Matibi 11
communal lands of Chiredzi district.

Background

Cassavais an important food crop in the tropics, accounting for about 30% of al staple
\,& negligible and has not been the focus of agriculture policy. However, because of

becoming increasingly important in the food basket and as a buffer against drought
shocks.

Cassava has a number of attributes that make it attractive as a crop to promote under any
climate change adaptation strategy for southeast Zimbabwe. Southeast Zimbabwe is
inherently dry (annual rainfall ranges from 400 — 600 mm) and annual evaporation
exceeds 1800 mm. For small-holder farmers with limited resources, cassava provides an
excellent insurance against famine.

Once established, the crop is not easily affected by dry spells and drought.
Tubers can be l€eft in the ground (unharvested) for long periods as afood reserve.




